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Capt. Gaſccignes ANSWER 
T O 


A Pamphlet, intitled Admiral MarhEws's 
Remarks on the Evidence given, and 


the Proceedings had, on his TRIAL, 
&c. 


S 1 R, 


$7 3 NG read a Pamphlet, intitled 
« Admiral Mathews's Remarks on 
dhe Evidence given, and the 
N Proceedings had, on his Trial, 
d and relative thereto ;** wherein 
the Author appears to have been miſinformed, or 
to have intirely miſapprehended ſome Parts of my 
Teſtimony ; and to have cavill'd with other Parts 
of it, as if they were inconſiſtent in themſelves, 
or had been contradifted by others; and although 
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the Honour and Abilities of the Members of the 
Court-Martial, under whoſe Determination the 
Admiral's Caſe lay, and of which, Sir, you were 
the Preſident, ſecure me from all Apprehenfions, 
that ſuch a Court, either would, or could be de- 
ceived, or amuſed from the ſtricteſt Scrutiny into, 
and Adherence to the Truth, by any Miſrepreſen- 
tations whatſoever ; and aflure me, that on com- 


paring what the Remarks make me to have ſaid, 


with what I really did ſay, according to the moſt 
authentic Minutes, thoſe Parts of the Remarks, 
which repreſent my Teſtimony as inconſiſtent 
with itſelf, or as having been contradicted by that 
or the other Evidences for the Crown, therein 
mentioned, muft appear to be unjuſt, and intirely 
without Foundation. 


YET, as thefe Remarks are in Print, addreſs'd 
to the Court, and may hereafter be made publick, 
(altho* at preſent the Publiſher's Name is con- 
ceal'd, and the Pamphlet is not to be bought, but 
is ſaid to be put into the Hands only of particu- 
lar Perſons, as if they, and Multitudes of others, 
by their means, were intended to be privately in- 
fluenced thereby) I think myſelf under an indiſpenſi- 
ble Neceflity to vindicate my Reputation, from the Re- 
actions caſt upon me by the Author: For ſurely an 
Endeavour to invalidate, or falſify the Teſtimony of 
an Evidence given upon Oath, is the moſt violent 
Attack, that ean be made on the Character of an ho- 
neſt Man; and, if attempted without juſt Grounds, 


(as 


EE] 

( I doubt not to make appear, is the Caſe in queſ- 
tion) is the greateſt Injury that can be offer'd. 
And therefore, as there can be no determining 
equitably, without knowing what is to be ſaid on 
both Sides, and as there is no Poſlibility of any 
other Chance, for this my Anſwer ever coming to 
the Hands of the reaſonable Men, to whom that 
Pamphlet hath been deliver'd, than by publiſhing 
this Letter; I find myſelf obliged, in anſwer to 
ſuch Parts of the Remarks as relate immediately ts 
me, to ſay as follows: 


Firſt, THE Author of the Remarks ſays, 
(Pag. 11) That I am pleaſed to ſay poſitively, 
that I know the Marlborough was not relieved by 
any Ship. 


Anſwer. As I know of no other Way of re- 
lieving a Ship, hard preſs'd in Action by an Ene- 
my, but by going in between them, ſo as to take 
the Enemy's Fire off from the Ship in Diſtreſs ; I 
ſhall always continue to be very poſitive (of what 
I faw) that the Marlborough, tho' apparently in 
the greateſt Diſtreſs, was not relieved by any Ship 
in the Fleet; and therefore neither Captain Step- 
ney, (in Pag. 11, 30, 31, of the Remarks) nor any 
ether Evidence, doth, or can contradict me. 


Secondly, (Pag. 12) Tram I alſo ſay, the Sig- 
nal was made to leave off Chace on the 13th of 
| February, 


1 6.1 

February, when the Vice-Admiral and his Di- 
viſion made the Enemy's Ships plain from their 
Decks, and gain'd fo faſt on them as to make 
their Hulls in two Hours; and that, though the 
Enemy were at leaſt four Leagues from the 
Vice-Admiral, I ſaw the Hull of the Real with 
my naked Eye; but obſerves, that none other 
of the Sixty-two Evidences examined againft 
the Admiral, pretend to have ſeen the Hulls of 
the Enemy, except John Coleman, a Foremaſt- 
man of the Neptune, who ſays he ſaw ſome from 
the Main-top-maſt-head, but never from the 
Deck, tho' his Ship was a-head of me; arid ex- 
cept Liſle the Mate of the Ruſſel, who ſays he 
faw ſome of them, tho? at feven or eight Leagues 
diſtance. ; 


Arſwer. T NEITHER do, nor ever did, pretend 
to anſwer for what any other Perſon did, or did 
not ſee, or pretend to ſee, or to remember : But I 
do again, and ſhall for ever affirm, That at half 
an Hour paſt Six in the Morning, on the 13th of 
February, when I repeated the Vice-Admiral's 
Signal for ſeeing Ships, more than his Majeſty's 
Fleet, firſt Eight Sail, and afterwards (as the 
Day-light came on ) more of the Enemy's Ships 
to the Number of One and Twenty; ſeveral of my 
Officers and People call'd down from both the 
Maſt-heads, and told me they counted that Num- 
ber. At Seven Mr, Wells, one of my Lieutenantsz 

told 


12 


told me, he ſaw them from the Fore- yard; ſoon 
after, Lieutenant Bucknel! told me, he ſaw them 


from the Poop - from whence I ſaw them then my- 
felf. 


Trar at Eight (which was an Hour before 
the Signal was made to give over Chace) I ſaw 
them from the Quarter-Deck of the Torbay, as did 
many other Officers and People about me, as they 
ſaid, and I had no Reaſon to doubt. 


AnD at Nine, when the Signal was made to 
give over Chace, I ſaw Part of the Reals Hull 
above the Horizon with my naked Eye, whatever 
the Diſtance might be. 


Nox can I apprehend it to be any thing extra- 
ordinary, from the Height of the Eye of a Man 


ſtanding upon the Quarter-deck of a three-deck'd 


Eighty-gun Ship, to ſee Part of the Hull of a Firſt 
Rate, at four Leagues diftance, in fair Weather. 


Bu x it ſeems to be very extraordinary, that 
the Author of the Remarks, after obſerving (Pag. 
12.) „That none other of the ſixty-two Evi- 
6 dences pretend to have ſeen the Hulls of the E- 
enemy that Day, except Coleman and Liſle,” 
(inſtead of going on with his Attempt, to prove 


any thing in Abatement of the Validity of this 


Part of my Teſtimony, ) ſhould ſo flatly contradict 
himſelf, 
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18 
himſelt, as by offering the ſtrongeſt Proof imagin- 
able to ſupport and confirm mine, by the Teſti- 
mony of Jobn Th:mas, Midſhipman in the Romney, 
who (Pag. 40.) „ fays, that on the 13th he ſaw 
ce the Enemy's Hulls from the Forecaſtle :** The 
Romney's Forecaſtle, being little more than half the 
Height of the Torbay's Quarter-Deck, from the 


- Water. 


AND alſo, that, inſtead of conſuting another 
Part of my Teſtimony (Pag. 12.) „That the Sig- 
nal was made on the 13th, when the Vice-Ad- 
„ miral and his Diviſion made the Enemy's Ships 
<« plain from their Decks'” (who, it is to be re- 
member'd, were then the headmoſt Ships of the 
Britiſh Fleet, and neareſt to the Enemy.) The 
Author ſhould confirm my "Teſtimony of this Par- 
ticular, by that of Mr. Vilce, Maſter ct the Sterling- 
Caſtle, who ſays (Pag. 38.) that he ſaw two or 
e three Sai! of the Enemy on the 13th in the 
« Morning, from the Quarter-Deck of the Ster- 
c ling-Caſtlèe:” Which, as that Ship was, then, by 
her proper Situation, the very Sternmoſt of all the 
Britiſh Fleet, and moſt diſtant from the Enemy, 
is the ſtrongeſt Proof that could be offered, that 
the Enemy's Ships were then, not only to be ſeen 
from the Decks of the Vice-Admiral and his Divi- 
ſion; but alſo, by certain Conſequence, from the 
Deck of every other Ship in the whole Britiſb Fleet 
from the Headmoſt to the Sternmoſt. 

No R 


[9] 


NoR is what the Author of the Remarks hath 
thought proper to recite of Fobn Coleman's Veſti- 
mony (Pag. 12.) That, < he ſaw ſome” (viz. of 
the Hulls of the Enemy) “ from the Maintop-maſt- 
„ head, but never from the Deck:“ And again, 
(Pag. 46.) That, „he don't pretend to have ſcen 
« the Enemy's Hulls in the Neptune, any lower 
« than from the Maſt-head on the 13th”? to be 
underſtood, as any Sort of Contradiftion to what is 
remark'd to have been ſaid, either by Mr. Thomas, 
or by me ; as to ſeeing their Hulls upon Deck ; as 
Coleman's ſaying he never ſaw their Hulls from 
the Deck of the Neptune, ſeems rather to be an 
evaſive Anſwer, than a ſufficient one, to prove or 
imply, that he ever endeavour'd to {ce them from the 
Deck, and could not. Which is as full and ſerious 
an Anſwer, as the reſt of the Author's ſophiſtical 
Cavillings againſt any Part of my Teſtimony, ſeems 
either to require, or deſerve; except the plainWord, 
Contradiction; which I ſhall be under a Neceſſity 
of ſpeaking to again, in order to explain the Mean- 
ing of my own Words; ſince I find ſuch plain 
Words, upon ſo plain and obvious an Occaſion, 
can poſſibly ſtand in need of an Explanation. 


Bu r to return to John Coleman : That he ſaw 


the Enemy's Hulls at the Maſt-head, ſeems to be. 


allowed: And, that Mr. Lifle Mate of the Ruſſel 
(the very Ship where the Admiral himſelf then was, 


B and 
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and which was then by a very conſiderable Diſtance 
farther from the Enemy than the Torbay was) ſaw 
the Enemy on the 13th from the Maſt-head. 
And moreover, that he, by the Captain's Or- 
ders went and acquainted the Admiral of it ; and 
& that he ſaw their Hulls,” appears by what the 
Author of the Remarks hath recited of Mr. Liſſe's 
Teſtimony (Pag. 23, 24.) to be a poſitive, and cer- 
tain Proof of the Fact: That he there, as well as 
John Coleman at the Neptune's Maſt-head, did ſee 
the Hulls of the Enemy. 


AN p therefore the Enemy's Hulls being ſeen 
even from thoſe Heights, at, or before the Time of 
giving over Chace, which could not be ſeen from 
the ſame Heights, upon the firſt Diſcovery of their 
Ships in the Morning, nor afterwards at Sun-rifing, 
(with an equal Degree of Clearneſs in the Wea- 
ther) muſt ſurely be allowed to be as a ſtrong a 
Proof, that the Britiſb Fleet did all that while gain 
upon the Enemy, as can be expected, or could be 
offer'd. 


AND if Mr. Thomas's Teſtimony, as above- 
mentioned (Pag. 40. of the Remar#s) is not a full, 
plain, and poſitive Proof of the Fact, That the 
Enemy's Hulls were ſeen on the 13th, from a Sta- 
tion much lower than the Torbay's Quarter-Deck ; 
there can be no ſuch Thing as a plain, clear, poſi- 


tive Proof by Evidence, 
| Nox 
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Nox do I apprehend, that the Diſtances, 
which Mr. Lifle and Mr. Thomas are ſaid to have 
ſeen the Enemy's Hulls at, can by any means leſ- 
ſen the Credibility of their Evidence; as the Di- 
ſtance of any two Ships or Fleets in the Sea, one 
from the other, whilſt they are both in Motion, 
muſt always be meerly conjectural, (as you very 
well know Sir,) there is no Poſſibility of knowing 
it with Certainty: And even in the Diſtance of 
fix d Objects, as Head-lands (tho' ever fo well 
known) hardly any two Men agree in their 
random Gueſſes at it, from a Ship moving in the 
Sea, but very often differ in their Opinions of it 


ſo much, that ane of them takes it to be twice as 
far off as the other. 


Fo R which Reaſon it hath been uſual (where 
a due Care is taken in the exact keeping of a Ship's 
Reckoning) never to depend on ſuch uncertain 
Gueſſes for the Diſtance of the Land, which we 
either take our Departure from, or that which we 
fall in with: But the exact Diſtance is found and 
proved in both Caſes, by laying down the Bearings 
of it taken by the Compaſs, at two different Times, 
with a proper Space one from the other, in an ob- 
lique plain Triangle. 


Bu T laſtly, if it could poſſibly have ſo hap- 


pened in the Courſe of the Proceedings, that my 
B 2 Teſti- 


( 82 ] 


Teſtimony as to this Point, had not been ſup- 
ported and confirmed by the legal poſitive Proofs 
above-mentioned ; and that I had been really left 
alone, as the Author of the Remarks (Pag. 45.) 
ſeems deſirous to have it imagined ; I think that 
the bare ſtating of the Caſe, as to the Condition 
and Situation of our Fleet, and that of the Enemy's 
for the whole Morning of the 13th, would be ſuffi- 
cient to enable the Fact to carry its own Proof 
with it. 


F o R had not the Britiſb Fleet had a whole Day 
and two whole Nights (and the greateſt Part of the 
Nights Moon-light) to ſecure their Maſts, and re- 
pair whatever Damages thoſe Ships (that were near 
enough to receive any, ) might have ſuſtained in the 
Action, ſo that in the Morning they appeared to 
be all in good Plight, and as good Condition for 
Service as ever, except the poor Marlborougb, 
which was taken proper Care of; and the Namure, 
which was then (by the Admiral's Flag being 
ſhifted from her to the Raſſel) ſuppoſed to have ſuf- 
fered extreamly, either by her Hull being torn to 
Pieces, or by Loſs of Men; altho* her Maſts were 
all ſtanding, and ſhe ſeemed to hold Way with the 
reſt of the Fleet, and to keep her Station very well 
from Day-light the next Morning after the Engage- 


ment, 


AN 
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AND was not the Enemy's Fleet ſo near at 
their being firſt ſeen on the 13th, that above twenty 
Sail of them were counted before the Sun was up 
and that we could afterwards ſee four Ships among 
them which ſeem'd to be diſabled, and diſcern one 
of them to be the Real without a Yard acroſs, and 
in tow of a Ship which muſt be much below her 
own Weight; and that they were not yet aban- 
don'd by their Fleet, who were two Hours and a 
half after we forbore to purſue the Chace of 
them, (by our bringing to, in obedience to the Ad- 


miral's Command by Signal) before they could get 
out of our Sight. 


Now whether our Fleet could poſſibly give 
Chace to them for full two Hours, with ſo much 
Wind that our Ships were obliged to keep their 
Top-ſails reef'd, though going large, (Pag. 37. of 
the Remarks) and under ſuch other Circumſtances 
on our Side and theirs, as are above-mentioned, 
and yet, we not raiſe them enough toſee their Hulls ? 


may be ſubmitted to the Judgment of any reaſon- 
able Man. 


Thirdly, Taz Author of the Remarks (Pag. 12) 
aims at finding an In conſiſtency in my Teſtimony, 


by alledging that I ſaid, it was impoſſible that the 


Namur haul'd off for fear of being boarded by 
the Marlborough; and that immediately afterwards I 
| ſay 
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[14 ] 
fay that I do not know what was the firſt 
Cauſe of her hauling off. 


Anſwer. Inſtead of which, I believe it may be 
found upon Enquiry, that I ſaid it was impoſſible 
for the Namur to be got ſo far from the Marlbo- 
rough, as ſhe was when I firſt ſaw her after ſhe 
had hauled off from the Real, for fear of being 
boarded by the Marlborough, 


BECAUSsE, when I firſt ſaw the Namur clear 
of the Smoke, ſhe was to the beſt of my Judg- 
ment, then, already quite out of Gun-ſhot from 
the Marlborough, who alone {till continued cloſe- 
ly engaged with the Real and her Second a-ſtern, 
and ſtill the Namur kept hauling further off cloſe 
by the Wind, till ſhe was hid from my Sight by 
my Sprit-ſail: And I was confirm'd in this Opi- 
nion of her Diſtance, at my firft ſeeing her, by 
the Namur's Stern being towards the Real, and 
yet ſhe did not then, nor afterwards, fire any of 
her Stern-chace Guns at the Real. And that 1 did 
not know what was the firſt Cauſe of the Namur's 
hauling off, is very certain; for as I ſaw that her 
Maſts were all ſtanding, her Yards braced up ſharp, 
and her Sails well trim'd cloſe upon a Wind, no 
Cauſe for her hauling off appear'd to me; and 
therefore, as I imagined that nothing but the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs, could oblige the Admiral to abandon 
the Marlborough, and leave that ſingle Ship to bear 

the 


( 15 ] 

the whole Fire of the Real of 114 Guns, and her 
Second of 64; and more eſpecially, as there was 
no other Ship of the Enemy's but thoſe two, near 
enough either then or afterwards, to reach the 
Marlborough at all with their Shot; nor ever to 
reach the Namur till after the Fireſhip was blown 
up, and the Admiral had wore in the Evening. 


I THEREFORE concluded, that if the Admiral 
was neither ſlain nor much wounded, the Na- 
mur muſt have loſt ſo great a Number of Men, or 
have received ſo much Damage in her Hull, that, 
as the Ships ſtation'd next a-ſtern of the Marlba- 
rough, did not bear down to form and cloſe the 
Line of Battle with the Namur and the Marlbo- 
rough, when the Admiral was firſt engaged, the 
Admiral (in the Namur) muſt have been obliged 


to haul up to them, to ſhift his Flag and fave the 
People that were left. 


Bur when I found that no Ship, either with 
the Flag or without it, did bear down, either to 
relieve the poor Marlborough or to cover the 
Fireſhip, I concluded the Admiral was kill'd, or 
mortally wounded, and that there had been a great 
Slaughter amongſt the reſt of the commanding 
Officers in that Ship; until I ſaw the Admiral in 
the Namur ware in the Evening, after the Fire- 


ſhip was blown up, and with ſome other Ships of | 


his Diviſion ſtand to the Northward, on the Star- 
board- 
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1 26 ] 
board-Tack from the main Body of the Enemy 
who had tack'd and were ſtanding towards us. 


AND as that Waring in little Wind and a great 
Swell, carried the Admiral and thoſe Ships who 
were neareſt to him, pretty near the four ſtern- 
moſt Ships of the Enemy, (who were continuing 
their way to the Southward to join their Admiral 
in the Real) then, and not till then, was any of 
the four ſternmoſt Ships of the Enemy's Fleet, 
ever near enough to the Namur for their Shot to 
reach her; and the Firing then, continued but a 


very ſhort time in paſſing each other on contrary 
Tacks, 


AND that the Admiral and his Diviſion then 
paſs'd to windward of the Enemy, was manifeſt ; by 
their firing at the Enemy with their Larboard- 
guns, and they at him and the Ships neareſt to 
him, with their Larboard-guns only. 


Fourthly, (Pag. 12) That I aſſert that no 
Ship went down to cover the Fireſhip; nor 
could without my having ſeen her; whereas ' 
Captain Stepney ſays, the Namur follow'd the 
Fireſhip down; and Samuel Burthall, Boat- 
ſwain of the Fireſhip, (another of the Evidences 
againſt the Admiral) ſays, he ſaw the Namur en- 
gaged with the Real when the Fireſhip was go- 
ing down: And that the Namur continued to 

fire 


[ 17 ] 
ce fire at her, till after the Fireſhip blew up, and 
% to the time her Men got on board the Der- 


& ſelſpire.“ 


Anſwer. THAT no Ship went down to cover 
the Fireſhip, nor cout without my ſeeing her, I 
ſhall for ever inſiſt upon; according to my Opinion 
of the Duty of the Ship appointed to perform that 
Service; which is to lead, and keep between the 
Fireſhip and the Ship intended to be burnt by her; 
that, through the Smoke of the covering Ship's 
Fire, the Enemy may not poſſibly ſee to fire at 
the Fireſhip, till ſhe is near enough not to miſs 
grappling ; and by this means, the covering Ship 
would alſo be cloſe at hand to take up the Fire- 
ſhip's laſt Boat, with the Captain and all the Peo- 
ple who remain'd with him to the boarding of 
the Enemy: And therefore, following a Fireſhip 
can with no ſort of Propriety ( as I apprehend ) 
be call'd covering her. 


AND moreover, that no Ship follow'd her fo as 
to be of any Uſe at all to her, is to me altogether 
as certain, as that no Ship went dowa a-head of 
her: For my Eye was never off of the Fireſhip, 
from the Moment ſhe came open to Leeward of 
my Sails till ſhe blew up; which (as the Real bore 
away from her, and there was but little Wind) 
was above half an Hour; in all which time, no 
Ship whatever of the Britiſb Fleet did follow her 
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far enough to Leeward to come open of my Head- 
fails; nor was there any Smoke during all that time 
to intercept my View of her ; nor did I ever ſee a 
more profound Attention, than was fix'd in my 
whole Ship's Company upon the Fireſhip all the 
time of her going down ; nor was there the Voice 
of a Man to be heard, but in Praiſe or Pity of 
Captain Macky and his Company, who appear'd 
to be going bravely down to a certain Deſtruction ; 
till ſhe got fo clofe to the Real, (without any ill 
Accident) that the Blaſt of her blowing up, was 
miſtaken for her having boarded and ſet her on 
fire ; upon which there was a general Shout of Joy 
amongſt my People : But what a ſudden Damp 
and Concern appear'd, when, the Inftant the 
large Body of black Smoke blew away, there was 
nothing to be ſeen of the Fireſhip but a ſmall 
Part of her Wreck, floating and ſmoaking upon 
the Face of the Water, cloſe under the Rea/'s 
Quarter, 


AND therefore, Captain Szepney's Teſtimony as 
mention'd in the goth Page of the Remarks, 
inſtead of contradicting either himſelf or me 
(which are both there freely aſſerted) is a ſtrong 
Confirmation of my Teſtimony before men- 
tion'd, That, (neither that ſhining Ornament 
to the Royal Navy the valiant Cornewall, nor 


his worthy Succeſſor in the Command of) the 
Mart. 


19 


Marlborough was relieved at all; nor did any 
Ship bear down to cover the poor Fire-Ship. 


Fifthly, (Pag. 13.) I am ſaid to acknowledge, 
that I found (or build) my Evidence, with re- 
ſpect to the Winds and Weather, on the Log- 


Book ; and yet that I refuſe to ſwear to my Jour- 
nal.“ 


Anſw. Bor which I very freely acknowledge; 
the former, becauſe the original Log- book is al- 
ways eſteem'd and ought to be the moſt authentick 
Record of Winds and Weather, the Ship's Way, 
and of all Accidents which are, or ought to be, 
wrote down immediately by the Mates of the 
Watches; whoſe Abilities and Exactneſs therein, 
under the Inſpection of the Officer of the Watch 
and of the Maſter, are the only Security we have at 
any time for keeping true Reckonings, to know the 
Ship's Place in the Sea by, with the great Variety 
of Obſervations neceſſary thereto, 


TH1s original Log-book of the Torbay was in 
the Court, and all the three Mates were attending, 
each of them ready to acknowledge and anſwer 
for his own Hand-writing, or to any particular 
Queſtions relating thereto ; and to prove, that 
there had been no manner of Alteration whatſo- 
ever made in it, as was proved to have been the 
Caſe with the Log-books of other Ships, 
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AND I dare fay, That the Author of the Re- 
marks was the only Perſon in the Court (if he 
was there) that did not hear the Reaſon I gave to 
the Court, why I could not ſwear to my Jour- 
nal, which was, that it had been tranſcribed by 
ene of my Writers, from the moſt perfect Ac- 
count I could give in my own Hand writing, and 
from my own RecolleCtion of the Tranſactions of 
that fatal Day ; beſides what had been written by 
my Amanuenſis, and one of the Mates whom I 
took from his Quarters, on purpoſe to keep the 
more exact Account of the Ship's Way, and of ali 
that paſſed ; and that, before I had Leiſure to exa- 
mine my Journal, and compare it with the ori- 
ginal rough Draught of my own Writing, the 
Original was loſt. 


Sixthly, (Pag. 13.) The Author of the Remark: 
affirms that I have ſaid, That the Enemy was 
well form'd when the Admiral bore down to en- 
gage; and that I afterwards ſay, I meant when the 
Admiral firſt bore down in the Morning ; and that 
I had before declared, that I did not fee the Admi- 
ral *till he bore down to attack the Spaniſb Admiral; 
and yet, that I take upon me to fay poſitively, the 
Admiral made the Signal to engage three Hours be- 
fore he began to engage, whereas Captain Szepney ſays 
but two Hours, And that I declare, I ſet the two 

extreme 
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extreme Ends of the Fleet, as ſoon as I could ſee 
them; and that I afterwards fay, the Enemy and 


our Van were too far off for me to take any No- 
tice of them, 


Anſw, Notwithſtanding the Perplexity, with 
which the Author of the Remarks has entangled 


and confounded my Anſwers (or Scraps of them) 
to different Queſtions, which had no Relation one 


to the other on my Examination, ſo as to produce 
this Appearance of Inconſiſtency out of them: I 
apprehend it may appear by any of the well-kept 
Minutes, that what I did really ſay to theſe ſeveral 
Points, was, that the Enemy were well formed 
at Day-light in the Morning of the 11th of Fe- 
bruary; and that, I then ſet the two extreme 
Ends of their Fleet by the Compaſs, as ſoon as I 
could ſee them; and obſerved one End of their Line 
to bear South-Weſt, and the other Weſt by North 
from the Torbay; that Admiral Mathews's Flag 
bore at the ſame Time about South by Weſt, or 


South South Weſt, and that the Wind was then at 
North North Eaſt. 


Tr from Seven in the Morning to three 
quarters paſt Eight, the Admiral bore down upon 
the Enemy, with the Signal abroad for the Line 
of Battle a-breaſt : In all which Time, the Br. 
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tifþ Fleet were only endeavouring to form the Line; 


but were ſo far from being form'd, that there 


was nothing to hinder my ſeeing the Admiral's 
Flag. 


Axp that, the Time I could not ſee it (for 
the firſt Time on the 11th of February) was, from 
the Time of the Admiral's making the Signal for 
the Fleet to draw into a Line failing large, at 
three quarters paſt Eight in the Morning, to half 
an Hour paft One in the Afternoon, the Time the 
Admiral bore down (fo as to come open of my Sails) 
to attack the Spaniſo Admiral; and the Reaſon 
why I could not fee it in all that Time, was, that 
the Admiral was a-head of me and I was blinded 
by my Spritſail; therefore, it is impoſſible I could 
ever ſay, that I ſaw the Admirals Ship at the Time 
when he made the Signal to engage at half an Hour 
paſt Ten; as that was within the Time he was hid 
from me by my Sails: And yet the exact Time of 
that Signal's being made was no more to be doubted 
by me, than it could have been if I had ſeen it; for 
Notice of it was immediately given, by ſeveral of 
my Petty- Officers and People who ſaw it, and 
called down at the ſame Inſtant from both the Maft. 
heads, and were anſwered by a general Huzza or Shout 
of Joy, and I faw the Smoke of the Signal-gun as 
it went to Leeward. 


Bur 
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Bur it is very ſtrange, that the Author ſhould 
miſtake my ſetting the two extreme Ends of the 
Enemy's Fleet, for the extreme Ends of our own 
Fleet: As it muſt be underſtood by every Man 
who knows, or has been rightly informed what a 
Line of Battle is; That, if the Line had been 
well formed, I could have ſeen only the next Ship 
do me on each Side in the Line a-breaſt, or the 
next Ship a-head, and next a- ſtern, in any other 
Poſition; as they in either Caſe would have ob- 
ſtructed my View, not only of the two extreme 
Ends of our own Line, but of every other 
Ship between me and them: And alſo, as that 
knowing the bearing of the moſt diſtant Ships from 
the Center of our intended Line, (if it could have 


been known) could not poſſibly have been made 
any manner of Uſe of. 


Bur that ſetting the extreme Ends of the Ene- 
my's Fleet, and each Ship in ours ſetting his Adver- 
ſary, was fo abſolutely neceſſary, that, as they were 
ſtanding a-thwart us through the Trough of the 
Swell, (though with no more Sail than juſt enough 
to keep their Ships under Commaad, and to give 
their whole Fleet the better Opportunity tocloſe, in 
Caſe there ſhould have been any Openings in their 
Line) whilſt the Britiſ Fleet were going down 
upon them with a very large Wind ; there is na 
other Way of knowing or proving, whether we 


did 
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did, or did not ſteer a proper Courſe down upon 
the Enemy, {to give them Battle in that moſt ad- 
vantageous Manner preſcribed and enjoined by the 
I9th Aricle of the fighting Inſtructions) but by 
conſtantly obſerving by the Compaſs, whether we 
did, or did not alter the Bearing of the particular 
Ship in the Enemy's Line, which each Ship of ours 
ſteer'd for; their Bearing was therefore, the one 
Thing needful to be regarded by the whole Divi- 
ſion in the Van in particular, as well as by the 
leading Ship of it, and by the reſt of our Fleet in 
bearing down upon the Enemy, 


IT will alſo (I preſume) appear by the Minutes, 
that upon my being ask'd how the French Ad- 
miral bore from the Torbay, when Admiral Ma- 
thews bore down to attack the Spaniſb Admiral: My 
Anſwer was, That as the Enemy had crouded Sail 
and ſtretched a-head to the Southward, and had 
haul'd up from the Time the Brith Admiral 
made the Signal to engage; The Enemy were got 
ſo far a-head by the Time the Britiſb Admiral bore 
down to attack their Rear, that I could then ſee 
the Enemy's Fleet no further forward, than one 
or two of the Sternmoſt of the French Ships open of 


my Head- fails, or to that Effect. 


Upon which the Admiral immediately ſtarted 
up, and deſired Leave to take Notice to the Court 


of a Contradiction, which he apprehenced he had 
f obſerved 
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obſerved in my Anſwers, viz, That I had be- 
fore ſaid, I had ſet the two extreme Ends of the 
Enemy's Fleet; and that now I had faid, I 
could not ſee ſo far forward as the French Ad- 
miral who was in the Center of it; which 
obliged me to explain to the Court, that the Miſ- 
take which the Admiral had made in his Obſerva- 
tion, muſt have proceeded from his having blended 
together, the Time when I ſet the two extreme 
Ends of the Enemy's Fleet, which was at Break of 
Day ; with the Time of his bearing down to at- 
tack the Spaniſp Admiral, which was at half an 
Hour paſt One in the Afternoon, 


SEVERAL of the Members of the Court con- 
firmed the Juſtneſy of this Explanation by theiz 


Minutes, and the Admiral ſeem'd then to be ſo 
fully convinced of it, that I did not expect ever to 


find it mention'd again. 


AnD therefore, as the Times abovementioned 
were all exactly noted by my Watch, which I kept 
in my Hand all Day, to remark the exact Time 
of all Accidents ; I did, and do take upon me to 
fay poſitively, that the Admiral made the Signal to 
engage three Hours before he began to engage, 


Seventhly (Pag. 13, and 14.) Tux Author ſays, 


I affirm, That the Vice-Admiral, when brought- 


to on the tenth at Night, was right a-head of 


the Admiral, at two Miles diſtance; and yet 
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I, in the Torbay, did not take notice of the Rupert 


or any of the Ships in the Rear of the Admirals 
Diviſion, 


Anſw. War is here ſaid to have been affirm'd 
by me, as to the Admiral's and Vice- Admirals 
Situation from one another, happens to be the very 
contrary to what I did and do affirm, except as to 
their Diſtance : And as to my taking notice of the 
Ships in the Rear of the Admiral's Diviſion ; as the 
Line was to be form'd frem the Flag-Ships (which 
are to be known in the Night by their diſtinguiſh- 
ing Lights) I minded my own Duty of bxinging-to 
in my proper Station: And neither did, nor do 
know it to have been my Buſineſs, to look aſter or 
take any notice of the private Ships in another Divi- 
fion: Even if they were to have been ſeen and 
known one from another, which in this Caſe, is a 
Matter of great Doubt with me. 


8thiy, (Pag. 14.) THE Author in going on with 
his Remarks upon my Teſtimony, ſays, As to my 
new-fangled Diſcipline, for the Admiral's Lying-to, 
till the Vice Admiral and his Diviſion had joined 
him, and form'd the Line; he muſt leave that to 
the Conſideration of the Court ; as it had been fully 
proved, That Mr. Leſtoct never got the Length of 
the Real, any one Time of that Day ; although 


the Real ſhorten'd Sail to engage, and was ſo much 
diſabled. 


Anſw. 
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Anſw. As much new-fangled as the Author of 
the Remarks would have this Diſcipline thought to 
be, for the Admiral to lie-to, till the Vice- Admiral 
and his Diviſion had joined him and formed the 
Line ; I muſt confeſs, that (after forty Years ac- 
tual Service in the Royal Navy, and my continual 
Endeavours in all that Time, to acquire the Know- 
ledge neceſſary in the Duty of a Commanding Of- 
ficer, for the Conducting of a Fleet; and with the 
Advantages I have had, in ſerving immediately un- 
der ſeveral of the greateſt and moſt experienced 
Flag-Officers of the Age, who have honoured me 
with their intimate Friendſhip and Patronage) I do 
not know any other way of bringing a Fleet into a 
proper Poſition for Battle ; and in the firſt two 


Years of that Time, I thought myſelf very able to 
demonſtrate it, 


Bur to put it beyond all doubt, from the beſt 
Authority (as my own in the preſent Caſe as a 
Controverſy, may be thought the worſt) Lediard's 
Naval Hiſtory ſays, what there is living Evidence to 
prove; That This was the very Diſcipline and Means 
uſed by (a General- Officer, whom all the beſt Judges 
of his own Time, and ſince, allow to have been as 
great a Maſter of perfect Diſcipline, as this, or any 
other Age or Nation ever produced) Admiral Ruſſel, 
(afterwards Earl of Orford) to form the Line of Bat- 
tle, with the united Fleets of England and Hollani 
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under his Command; for in the Engagement with tne 
French Flret oft of. Le Hague, 19th May, 1092. 
% bore away with his own Ship fo far to Leeward, 
& as that every one in the Fleet might fesch his 
„% Wake, or Grain; and then bringing-to, lay by, 
that ſo others might have the better Opportunity 
of placing themſelves, according as toy had been 


& before directed. 


AN Officer who ſaw it ſays alſo, that ihe ot ice 
from Admiral Ruſſel's Quarter-Deck, for n..zng 
the Signal to engage (given to the Officer pong for 
that Purpoſe at his Fore-topmaſt head) was, a 
Volley of Musket-Shot into Monſieur de Towr ville 
the French Admiral's Ship, Which ſeems to agree 
with the well-confider'd Letter of the Inſtruction, 
as well as the Advantages of deferring it as long as 
poſſible, for the following Reaſons, But firſt it 
may be neceſſary to ſee the Letter of the Inſtruction: 


It is the Thirteenthz and ſtands thus, 


As ſoon as the Admiral ſhall hoiſt a Red Flag 
* on the Flag-Staff at the Foretop-maſt- head, and 
<« fire a Gun, every Ship in the Fleet is to uſe his 
„ utmoſt Endeavours to engage the Enemy, in the 
Order the Admiral has preſcribed unto them. 


To which, from a juſt Apprehenſion (I preſume ) 
of the ill Conſequences to the Service, which might 
attend a preciſely ſtrict Regard to the Time pre- 

feribed 
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ſcribed by the Words As fron as, from the known 
Eagerneſs of the Seamen to begin, and the Difficulty 
in a ſingle Ship, and therefore the Impoſlibility of 
ſtopping their Hands in a Fleet, when any Ship 
near has once begun; Admiral Mathews did ſubjoin, 
to this Article of the Fighting-Inſtructions, fign'd by 
himſelf, and deliver'd to every Ship under his Com- 
mand the following Manuſcript Addition, viz. 


And ſtrictly to take Care, not to fire before the 
„ dignal is given by the Admiral, 


A bare Remembrance of which, I ſuppoſe might 
have been ſufficient to have prevented any ſort of 
Controverſy, about whether the Signal in the pre- 
ſent Caſe, was made three Hours, or two, before the 
Admiral, or any other Ship in the Fleet was neat 
enough to the Enemy to begin to engage; and to have 
ſpared the Uſe of that harſh Word, Cantradict. 


AND as the Author of the Remarks ſays, It has 
been fully proved, that Mr. Leſtack never got the 
Length of the Real, any one Time of that Day, al- 
though the Rea! ſhorten'd Sail to engage, and was 
fo much diſabled : It may be preſumed, That it has 
deen altogether as fully proved, that the Reaſon 
why Mr. Leſtech could not poſſibly get the Length 
of the Real, was, becauſe of the Rea?s crouding 
Sail to the Southward (to continue in a cloſe Line 
with the Frexch) from the Time of the Britiſh Ad- 


miral's 
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miral's making the Signal to engage, to the Time 
of the Beginning of the Engagement {which was 
three Hours) with as much Wind as any Man would 
chooſe to have in th2 Time of Engagement; ſo that 
the Fleet ſail'd between three and four Miles an Hour, 
and that thereby the Real, as well as the Admiral 
himſelf, ſeem'd to have encreaſed their Diſtances 
from the Vice-Admiral: And that immediately after 
the Engagement began, when the Admiral and the 
Real appear'd to be ſix Miles from the Vice-Ad- 
miral, the Wind died away; fo that Mr. Leftert's 
Ship, as I judg'd by the Torbay which was always 
the neareſt Ship to her, did not at any Time fail 
more than a Mile and half in an Hour, often leſs, 
and had ſometimes not Steerage-way ; and therefore 


could not poſſibly gain that Diſtance, altho' the Rea! 
was ſo much diſabled, 


Ap therefore, I may venture to depend on the 
Conſent of every impartial Judge, that the Term 
New-fangled Diſcipline, may with much greater 
Propriety, be returned back to the Perſon (whoever 
he is) that has made me the Compliment of it in the 
Remarks : As the Admiral's making Sail at all, in the 
Morning of the Day of the Action, till the Vice- Ad- 
miral (who was driven by unexpected Currents in 
the Night, ſo as to be at Day-light five Miles from 
him) could, and had come up to join and cloſe the 
Line of Battle with him, did moſt certainly (beſides 
depriving himſelf of ſuch a conſiderable Part of his 

Strength) 
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Strength) new · angle, or rather for that Time abo- 
liſh, a very material Part of that excellent Standard 
of Diſcipline, eſtabliſn'd by his Majeſty in Council, 
7th January, 17 30, intitled, Regulations and In- 
Aructions relating to his Majeſty's Service by Sea ; 
where, in the ſecond Article of the Chapter of Co- 
lourt, it is enjoin'd, That If an Officer wearing 
« a Flag or a broad Pendant, ſhall happen to be 
« ſlain in Fight with the Enemy, the ſaid Flag or 
« Pendant ſhall nevertheleſs continue flying, and 
“not be taken in, whilſt the Enemy is in Sight: 
« But the Admiral who commands in Chief, as 
« alſo the Flag-Officer to whoſe Squadron or Di- 
* viſion he belong'd, ſhall immediately be acquaint- 
« ed with it; and if it be the Commander in Chief 
* who is killd, the next Commanding-Officer is 
© to be forthwith inform'd of it, who ſhall imme- 
« diately repair on board the Ship of the deceaſed 
« Commander, and give the neceſſary Orders ; 
“leaving his own Flag or broad Pendant flying in 
his own Ship.“ 


AND again, in the 14th Article of the Chapter of 
Rank and Command, inthe ſame Book of Regulations 
it isenjoin'd; That, In the Abſence of the Captain 
< of any of his Majeſty's Ships, the eldeſt Lieute- 
*© nant ſhall have Charge of the Ship, and be an- 
s ſwerable for the Duty of the Captain. If there 
be no Lieutenant, the Maſter ſhall command; 
* after him, the ſecond Maſter; but if by Loſs in 

„Battle, 
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c Battle, or other Accident, all theſe Officers ſhall 
de be wanting, the Command ſhall devolve in Suc- 
« ceſſion upon the Boatſwain, Gunner, Car- 
6e penter.“ 8 


For, if the Admiral had been ſlain in the firſt 
Oaſet, muſt not (his) the commanding Ship, and 
conſequently the whole Fleet, have continued under 
the Direction of the next ſurviving Officer in that 
Succeſſion; even if the Command had devolved up- 
on the Boatſwain, Gunner, or Carpenter; until 
the Vice-Admiral, then at fix Miles Diſtance, could 
have got on board the Ship of the deceaſed Com. 
mander, to give the neceſſary Orders ? 


Lons before which Time, great Part of the Br:- 
tiſþ Fleet might in all Probability have been deſtroy- 
ed, or at leaſt extremely diſtreſs'd ; for Want of the 
ſecond Officer's being ncar enough, to take the chief 
Command upon him immediately; and more eſpe- 
cially, as the Enemy's Van were not fecured from 
weathering our Van, and thereby bringing them 
betwixt two Fires, 


Ninthly, (Pag. 14, Remarks) The Author fays, 
That he cannot omit taking Notice, that altho' I 
was on the Day of the Engagement cali'd to by the 
Vice-Admiral's Orders, to make more Sail (which 
he ſays is a plain Proof, that Mr. Le/ock ſaw I had 


not all the Sail fet I ought to have) yet it appears, 
that 
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, that I then only ſet my Spritſail, and that my 
Lower Studding Sails were not ſet that Day. 


Anſw, Ir may be neceſſary here to take Notice, of 
what every Man of Obſervation in that Fleet muſt 
have known and ſeen; and what I preſume, muſt 
have appear'd to the Court in the Courſe of the late 
Trials; That the Torbay was by much the worſt- 
failing Ship in that whole Fleet, upon, or any thing 
near the Wind : But with the Wind from two or 
three Points Abeft the Beam, to right Aft, She 
would hold Way with moſt Ships, and gain of ſome, 
with equal Sail; which was the Caſe alſo, all the 
Time Captain Stzpney had her, who ſucceeded me in 
that Command, 


Anp this latter Quality, was the Cauſe why in 
going down in the Line a-breaft, which was the 
Form the Fleet were endeavouring to get into, when 
the Vice-Admiral call'd to me, to make all the Sail 
I could, (and not more Sail” as the Author of 
the Remarks has it), I was then, rather a-head of 
my Station; the Vice-Admiral being then upon my 
Starboard Quarter, inſtead of my being exactly up- 
on his Beam; according to the Order by Signal then 
abroad : And therefore I apprehended afterwards, as 
I believe till, that the Vice-Admiral call'd to me, 
rather in conſequence of the Meſſages which he had 


himſelf received by the Admiral's Lieutenants, than 
E that 
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c Battle, or other Accident, all theſe Officers fhall 
de be wanting, the Command ſhall devolve in Suc- 


4c ceſſion upon the Boatſwain, Gunner, Car- 
be penter.“ * 


For, if the Admiral had been ſlain in the firſt 
Oaſet, muſt not (his) the commanding Ship, and 
conſequently the whole Fleet, have continued under 
the Direction of the next ſurviving Officer in that 
Succeſſion; even if the Command had devolved up- 
on the Boatſwain, Gunner, or Carpenter; until 
the Vice-Admiral, then at ſix Miles Diſtance, could 
have got on board the Ship of the deceaſed Com 
mander, to give the neceſſary Orders ? 


Lons before which Time, great Part of the Br:- 
tiſþ Fleet might in all Probability have been deſtroy- 
ed, or at leaſt extremely diſtreſs?d ; for Want of the 
{cond Officer's being ncar enough, to take the chief 
Command upon him immediately; and more eſpe- 
cially, as the Enemy's Van were not ſecured from 
weathering our Van, and thereby bringing them 
betwixt two Fires, 


Ninthly, (Pag. 14, Remarks) The Author fays, 
That he cannot omit taking Notice, that altho' I 
was on the Day of the Engagement cali'd to by the 
Vice-Admiral's Orders, to make more Sail {which 
he ſays is a plain Proof, that Mr. Leſſaci ſaw I had 


not all the Sail ſet I ought to have) yet it appears, 
| that 
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that I then only ſet my Spritſail, and that my 
Lower Studding Sails were not ſet that Day. 


Anſw, Ir may be neceſſery here to take Notice, of 
what every Man of Obſervation in that Fleet muſt 
have known and ſeen; and what I preſume, muſt 
have appear'd to the Court in the Courſe of the late 
Trials; That the Torbay was by much the worſt- 
failing Ship in that whole Fleet, upon, or any thing 
near the Wind : But with the Wind from two or 
three Points Abaft the Beam, to right Aft, She 
would hold Way with moſt Ships, and gain of ſome, 
with equal Sail; which was the Caſe alſo, all the 
Time Captain Stzpney had her, who ſucceeded me in 
that Command, 


Axp this latter Quality, was the Cauſe why in 
going down in the Line a-breaſt, which was the 
Form the Fleet were endeavouring to get into, when 
the Vice- Admiral call'd to me, to make all the Sail 
I could, (and not more Sail” as the Author of 
the Remarks has it), I was then, rather a-head of 
my Station; the Vice-Admiral being then upon my 
Starboard Quarter, inſtead of my being exactly up- 
on his Beam; according to the Order by Signal then 


abroad : And therefore I apprehended afterwards, as 
I believe ſtill, that the Vice-Admiral call'd to me, 


rather in conſequence of the Meſſages which he had 


himſelf received by the Admiral's Lieutenants, than 
E that 
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that J had not ſomewhat more Sail than enough, then 
ſet, to keep in the Line with him : However, I im- 
mediately ſet my Spritſail; which I am convinced 
did no manner of Good, becauſe of the great Swell; 
and in an Inftant af:erwards, the Vice-Admiral re- 
peated the Signal for the Line failing large, and the 


Rear-Admiral to lead. This was at three Quarters 
paſt Eight. 


Ar half an Hour paſt Nine, the Signal was made 
for the Line of Battle one Ship a-head of another ; 
when by this Time the Britiſb Fleet were ſo far to 
Leeward, that we were obliged to haul up, ſo as to 
bring the Wind before the Beam ; from which 


Time (and not before) the Torbay began to drop 
a-ſtern of the Vice-Admiral ; and if the Wind had 


continued ſo ſcant, or come further forward, and 


the Vice-Admiral continued (as he did) to carry all 


the Sail he could make, the Torbay muſt inevitably 
(from her bad ſailing) have fallen a- ſtern of the whole 
Diviſion ; eſpecially, as the Ships ſtation'd a-ftern of 
the Vice-Admiral, were all good-ſailing Ships, and 
three of them lately clean'd. 


Bur as the Wind came more aft, and at length 
was brought very far aft upon the Quarter, by the 
Vice-Admiral's bearing down, when the Admiral 


bore down to begin the Attack ; and by the Vice- 
Admi- 


[ 35 ] 


Admiral's ſteering for the Marlborough, when the 
Admiral haul'd off from the Real; the Torbay con- 
tinued to be the next Ship a-ftern of the Vice-Admi- 
ral; and had recovered the Diſtance ſhe had loſt 
(whilſt the Wind was ſcant) fo far, that before the 
Vice-Admiral could have got within Random ſhot 
of any of the Enemy's Ships, the Torbay muſt have 
been again a-head of him; as it appeared plainly 
and beyond all Doubt ; For that when the Vice- 
Admiral ſhorten'd Sail ſuddenly in the Evening, in 
obedience to the Admiral's Signal to give over Chace, 
the Torbay was ſo near the Vice- Admiral, that it 
was as much as could be done to keep her clear of 
him, with all her Sails laid a-back for that Pur- 


pole, : 


So that my not being able to keep a- head of the 
Vice-Admiral all along, was entirely owing to the 
Fleet's bearing down ſo far to Leeward, whilſt they 
were endeavouring to form in the Line a-breaſt, as 
to be obliged to haul up afterwards ſo near the Wind 
in two ſubſequent Courſes, (as above-mentioned at 
three Quarters paſt Eight, and at half paſt Nine, ) to 
correct the Error of the firſt Courſe, 


A s I preſume it hath been proved to have alſo 
been One Cauſe, why the Van of the Britiſp Fleet 
did not (after the Loſs of ſo much Ground) get up 
to engage the Van of the Enemy's Fleet ; nor our 
Center, to engage their Center ; nor any one Ship 
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in our whole Fleet to get up into her proper Station 
with regard to the Enemy; except it ſhall appear 


that the leading Ships of our Van were in their Sta- 
tions, for 1 know nothing of them, 


Bur every body knows, that the Rear-Admira}, 
who commanded our Van, inſtead of engaging the 


Enemy's Van with his Diviſion, did engage the 
French Admiral, who. commanded in the Center 
of the Enemy's Fleet; and that the Admiral, who 
commanded in chief, and was accordingly in the 
Center of the Britiſb Fleet, did engage the Spaniſh 


Admiral, who commanded the Rear Diviſion of the 
Enemy's Fleet, 


So that the Vice-Admiral and his Diviſion, if 
they could have got up, to haye cloſed the Line with 
our Center Diviſion, would have had no Ship to en+ 
gage With ; for the very ſame Reaſon, that (as it 
happened) the Enemy's Van had no Ships of our's 
to engage with them; notwithſtanding it appears, by 
the Sentence pronounced by the Court- Martial on 
Vice-Admiral Leſoct; That © If the Vice-Admi- 
ral's whole Diviſion had been abſolutely away, and 
& the four Stern-moſt Ships of the Enemy (wha 
« were of no more Service in the Engagement to 
& the Enemy, than the Vice- Admiral's Diviſion was 
&© to his Majeſty's Fleet) had alſo been excluded; 
5 the reſt of his Majeſty's Fleet, would have till re- 
Af mained ſuperior to the reſt of the combined Fleet, 


FoR 
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For (as I preſume it hath been fully proved alſo, 
that) had the Britiſh Fleet been form'd in a Line, 
and afterwards ſteer'd down upon the Enemy (as the 
nineteenth Article of the Fighting Inſtructions ex- 
preſly requires and direCts) the Wind had always con- 
tinued large enough for the Torbay in one proper 
Courſe, to have kept in her Station next a-head of 


the Vice-Admiral, and, not improbably to have 
ſpared him ſome Sail, 


THe nineteenth Article of the Fighting Inſtrue- 
tions above-mention'd, enjoins, that © If the Ad mi- 
“ ral and his Fleet have the Wind of the Enemy, 
« and they have ſtretched themſelves in Line of 
&« Battle; the Van of the Admiral's Fleet, is to 


« ſteer with the Van of the Enemy's, and there to 
Fe engage him. 


As to my lower Studding-fails, which the Au- 
thor of the Remarks ſays very truly were not ſet any 
time that Day ; the Reaſon is, they would not ſtand. 


Firſt, Becauſe at our hauling up into a Line of 
Battle a-head (for before that, I did not want them) 
we were, as above-mentioned, obliged to haul ſo 
near the Wind, that no lower Studding-ſail could 
be made to ſtand ; even if there had been no con- 
ſiderable Swell; but the Swell was ſo great, that 
afterwards, when the Wind was far enough aft, to 

have 
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have allow'd of their ſtanding, if it had not been 
for the Swell, the Boom cculd not be kept out of 
the Water, without being top'd up much too high 
to do its Office; nor could any one of the Lower 
Ports be kept open. 


AnD in the next Place, the Flapping of the Top- 
maſt Studding-ſail, by the Ship's pitching and ſtamp- 
ing againſt the Head-ſwell, made the Boom bend 
like a Bow : And therefore, when the Wind was 
brought further aft, the outer Halliards of the low 
Studding-ſail muſt inevitably have carricd away the 
Topmaſt Stud ing-ſail Boom, and I muſt thereby 
have loſt the Uſe of my Topmaſt Studding-fail, 
which I carried till the Evening. 


AND yet, as the proper low Studding-ſail could 
not be ſet for theſe Reaſons ; that nothing might be 
left untried, I cauſed a Fore- ſtay- ſail to be hoiſted 
as a Low-ftudding-fail, and the Tack to be haul'd 
out to a Boom rigg'd out from the Fore-chains : 


But this Sail alſo flapp'd ſo much, and threw fo 


much of the Wind out of the Fore-fail, (a Sail of a 
much more ſteady Draught) that, as it apparently 
did more Harm than Good, I was therefore obliged 
to order it to be hauPd down again, 


xothly, (Pag. 14.) THE Author goes on to fay, 


I had a Reef at that Time in my Fore-fail, and 


Mizen-topſail, and was failing with the Wind 
twa 
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two or three Points abaſt the Beam. As for my Rea- 
ſons for keeping the Reefs in, he ſubmits them 
to the Conſideration of the Court ; and only begs 
Leave to remark, That as my Ship was to Wind- 
ward of the Enemy, there could be no great Danger 
of Fire lodging in thoſe Sails, 


Anſw. As to the Reef in my Fore-fail, and that 
in my Mizen-top-ſail ; I had neither acted like a 
Seaman nor an Officer, if I had not taken, and 
kept them in. 


Firſt, as the Courſes were by juſt ſo much too 
deep for the Low-Maſts, (which had been ſhorten'd 
at Portſmouth, contrary to my Inclination and Opi- 
nion, after I had been a Voyage to the Vest. Indies 
in the Ship) that, they would never ſtand fair with- 
out a Reef: And the Mizen-top-ſail was juſt as 


much too deep for its Maſt, that it likewiſe would 
never ſtand fair without a Reef, 


AND therefore, as theſe Sails when they had a 
Reef in, ſo exactly fitted the Maſts ; I ſhould have 
cut them off at the Reefs, to make them ſtand al- 
ways fair, and to ſave the Trouble of taking thoſe 
Reefs in, and letting them out to dry, as often as 
it might be neceſſary : But that the Sails would 
thereby have been ſpoil'd for the Uſe of any other 
Eighty Gun Ships, in caſe any of them ſhould have 


been 


a 
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been in need of a Supply of Sails, of thoſe Denomi- 
nations. 


No, as theſe Sails did ſpread, the very fame 
Width and Depth with a Reef in, as they would 
have done, if they had been cut off at the Reef (to 
make them fit for the Ship's Maſts) were they at 
all to be eſteem'd Reef'd Sails; but whole Sails, 
exactiy fit for that Ship's Maſts. 


Axp moreover, beſides that of my having been 
in my early Days inſtructed, and perfectly convinced 
by Experience ever fince, that the flatter a Sail is 
ſpread, the better it draws, as to the Ship's ſailing : 
Another Reaſon for the abſolute Neceſſity of Reef- 
ing, aroſe, from our ſeeing, when we wetgh'd from 
Hieres-Bay, that we were immediately poing into 
Action; when every Sail in the Ship ſhould be 
ſpread as flat as poſlible, to prevent lodging Fire. 


Tus far J had gone, in giving my Reaſons for 
taking in thoſe Reefs, before the Fleet weigh'd from 


Hieres-Bay, and for keeping them in on the Day 
of the Action; When the Court forbad me to an- 


ſwer to any Queſtions about my Reefs : Appre- 
hending (as I preſume) either that all ſuch Queſtions 
were of a captious nature, or, were not pertinent to 
the Matter before them. 


OrTHrER-: 
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OrRERWISE, as I had nothing to conceal, I 
ſhould have gone on to have given the ſame Reaſons, 
for the Neceflity of taking and keeping them in, 
(from my Experience in Battle) as I had given in 
the preceding Trial; which were, That, as in the 
#eymuuth, at the taking of the Thetis, a French Ship 
of War, in the Year 1711 ; being engaged according 
to my Captain's conſtant Rule and Practice for Di- 
ſtance, (between ſingle Ships, and againſt Forts) viz. 
© To ſinge them with the Flame, that we might 
* not loſe the Shot; as that Action happen'd in the 
Night, I ſaw Streams of Fire, continually running 
along the Top-ſails for four Hours together, from 
the Swivel- Guns and Small-Arms in the Tops ; and 
along the Foreſail, from the Wads of our own great 
Guns and the Enemy's, and from our Small-Arms, 
upon the Forecaſtle: But thoſe Sails being ſpread 
perfectly flat, in a Seaman- and-Officer- like- manner, 
the Fire all blew out of them into the Sea, which 
otherwiſe muſt have lodged, and ſet the Sails on 
fire: And therefore, ſpreading all Sails as flat as 
poſſible, and particularly in preparing for Action, 
hath been carefully regarded by me as a Matter of 
the utmoſt Conſequence, ever fince, 


AnD the Neceſſity of this Caution, hath been 
more fully confirm'd in me ſince that Time, by 
ſeeing Canvas of the very ſame ſort, ſet on fire by 
the ſingle Flake of a Wad: When I was myſelf 
(very happily) made the Inſtrument of Providence 
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(by the timely Diſcovery of it) to prevent the Ship 
(Launce/ion) from being thereby burnt in the Sea, 
where every body in her muſt have inevitably pe- 
riſh'd, 


AND that we had ſufficient Reaſon to expe& to 
uſe our ſmall Arms, in the Action off of Toulon, 
could not be doubted by any body that was there, 
after we ſaw the Enemy prepared for boarding, by 
their whimſical Bridges; which we had ſo long had 


Notice of, as to allow us time to make conceal'd 
Nets, to catch their Men in, if the Water had been 


ſmooth enough for them to have attempted it. 


AND as to the Reaſon which the Author con- 
cludes this Remark with, viz. That as my Ship 


was to Windward of the Enemy, there could be 


no great Danger of Fire lodging in thoſe Sails ; 
if the Author means only from the Enemy's 
Fire, I acknowledge, that whilſt my Ship con- 
tinued to be to Windward of the Enemy, there 
was no great Danger of their Fire lodging in my 
Sails : But it was from the Fire of my own Guns 
upon the Forecaſtle, and from that of the ſmall 
Arms in the Mizen-top, that I apprehended the 
ſetting my Fore-ſail and Mizen-top-ſail on Fire, 
if they had not been ſpread perfectly flat, as all 


the reſt of my Sails were. 


For 
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For as the Lee-part of every Ship's Sails are 
always to Leeward of her own Fire, whilſt they 
are full, and ſhe in a proper Poſition for Battle, 
whether the Ship herſelf is to Windward or to 
Leeward of the Enemy, (except the Mizen, when 
the Enemy is to Leeward): And the Foot of the 
Fore-ſail is always in certain Danger of being ſet 
on fire, by the very Flame of the Guns upon the 
Forecaſtle being fired immediately and directly into 
it, as well as the Topſails are, by the Flame of the 
ſmall Arms in the Tops, when the Ship is to Wind- 
ward of the Enemy, without ſome proper Provi- 
ſion and conſtant Care to prevent it; even when 
the Sails are not too deep for the Maſts. 


WHEREAS in the Ship to Leeward of the Ene- 
my, as the Flame of her Guns is diſcharged di- 
rectly from her Sails, (and againſt the Courſe of 
the Wind) ſhe is hardly in any manner of Danger 
of any other Fire lodging in her Sails, than from 
the Flakes of her own Wads, and thoſe of the 


Enemy's, as in the Caſe of the F/eymouth above- 
mention'd, 


AND therefore, the Author is here again ſo un- 
lucky to his awn Purpoſe, as to offer the very Rea- 
ſon againſt the Neceſſity of reefing my Fore- ſail 
and Mizen-top-ſail, which is the very ſtrongeſt 

F 2 that 
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that could be given for it, vix. As my Ship was 
& to Windward of the Enemy. 


Eleventhly, (Pag. 14, 15.) Tur Author ſays, 
That ſurely it muſt appear impoſſible, but that I 
muſt know and ſee, that theVice-Admiral ſhorten'd 
Sail for the Torbay to get up; which Fact is ac- 
knowledg'd under Mr. L:ftock's own Hand. | 


WHATEVER the Vice-Admiral might have had 
Thoughts of doing, I know not; but that I know, 
ſaw, or believe that he ſhorten'd fail for the Tor- 
bay, I abſolutely deny : And that he did not, ſeems 
to prove itſelf, by his not letting me get a-head of 
him with all the Sail it was poſſible for me ta 
make : But leſt this ſort of Proof ſhould not be 
thought ſufficient, the Author has himſelf furniſh'd 
me with legal poſitive Proof, in flat Contradiction 
to his own Suggeſtion, from the Teſtimony of 
Lieutenant Burgeſs; who, ( Pag. 15 of the Re- 
marks) is ſaid upon Oath to ““ affert, That the 
& Vice-Admiral did not ſhorten ſail on the 11th, 
for the Torbay to get into her Station.“ 


AnD as Mr. Burgeſs was quarter'd in the Vice- 
Admiral's Main-top, and was either there, or upon 
the Main-top-gallant-yard the whole time, and 
was (as it happen'd) an Officer meerly of Obſerva- 
tion, of whatever paſs'd within his View, but more 
particularly of what Sail was carried by the Vice- 
Admiral, as the Care of the After-ſails was Part of 

his 
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his immediate Charge ; his Teſtimony may very 
probably be thought to be more exact, in this Par- 
ticular, than that of any other Perſon in the whole. 
Fleet ; except the Quarter-maſter at the Cond 
and the Timoniers of the T:rbay, whoſe Eyes (as 
well as my own, and a Multitude of other Offi- 
cers) as we ſteer'd by the Vice-Admiral's Ship, 
were always upon her ; and who all ſaw, that the 
Vice-Admiral by carrying all the Sail he could 
make, not only got and kept a-head of the Tor- 
bay, but alſo that none of the Ships ſtation'd a-ſtern 
of the Vice-Admiral (though they were reputed 
good failing Ships, and three of them lately clean'd) 
could poſſibly get near enough to the Vice-Admiral, 
to be in their proper Stations; the neareſt of them, 
by at leaſt twice, and the ſternmoſt by three or fout 
times the computed Diſtance that the Torbay was 
dropp'd a- ſtern of the Vice-Admiral, when ſhe was 
at the greateſt Diſtance from him; which Diſtance 
the Torbay (as abovemention'd) had recover'd within 
two or three times her own Length, when the 
Admiral made the Signal to give over Chace in the 
Evening. | N 


THEREFORE upon the Whole, as the Author 
of the Remarks ſpeaks ſometimes in the Perſon of 
the Admiral, and ſometimes ſpeaks of the Admiral: 
as a third Perſon ; I cannot perſuade myſelf but 
that the Admiral, either by his ill State of bodily 
Health or Diſturbance of Mind, whilſt his Life 
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and Hor ſeemed to be both at Stake (under fo 
heavy a Charge) hath been obliged to commit the 
compiling of theſe Remarks to ſome Perſon, who 
was very unequal to the Taſk of doing the Admi- 
ral, or his Cauſe any ſort of Credit thereby; nor 
can I apprehend, that the Admiral can have been at 
Leiſure even to reviſe ind correct them, other- 
wiſe they could not have gone to the Preſs with 
fuch glaring Errors and Inconſiſtencies, as could 
not poſſibly have eſcaped the Notice of an Officer of 
the Admiral's Experience and particular Delicacy, 


I Have therefore only ſpoke to ſuch particular 
Parts of them, as ſeemed neceſſary to be explained of 
refuted by me, and have herein quoted no other 
Authority than what the Author of the Remarks 
has himſelf furniſhed me with, except the General 
printed Inſtructions, and Led;ard's Naval Hiſtory, 


Jam 


81 R, 


c<ITIS, | 8 
Dur moſt obedient 
Stratford in Effex, '-.- / | ph 
Nov. 10, 1746. * humble Servant, 


— bf I 


Jon Gascotcne, 


Te PERRT Marx, Ei; Rear-Admiral 


of the Red Squadron of bis Majeſty's 
Fleet, Commander in Chief of bis Maje- 
fly's Ships and Feſſels in the River of 
Thames and Medway, &c. and Preſident 
of the late Court-Martial held at Deptford. 


